46                       RELIGIOUS COURTSHIP.
3rd Sist. I hope not; but if he does, I resolve not to see him, if I can avoid it.
We must now leave the two sisters, awhile, and follow the young gentleman a little: for his story does not end so. He went away very much concerned, as ahove, and particularly it touched him very sensibly, that he should be taken for such a creature, that a sober, virtuous lady (for such he was sure his mistress was) should refuse him merely on account of his wicked character; and that though she acknowledged she had a respect for him, she was obliged to shun him, purely because she was afraid of him, as a hater of religion, and therefore dangerous to live with. It had run often in his mind, that she had said she could expect no blessing with him; and that if she married him she should think she had renounced God, and declared war against heaven; So that, to be sure, I am a dreadful fellow, says he, that she dares not take me lest she should appear to be a confederate with one of God's enemies.
It then occurred to him, that it really was no otherwise in fact; that she was in the right in it all; that he had, in truth, no religion, or sense of God, upon his mind, nor had ever entertained any notions of religion in his thoughts, and had told her so himself; and that therefore the young lady was in the right of it, and if she had any fund of religion herself, had a great deal of reason to refuse him; that every sober woman ought to refuse him upon the same account; and that she that did not, was not fit to make him a wife, or, at least, such a wife as he could expect any happiness from; that this young lady had made a true judgment, and it was his business not to think of persuading her to alter her mind, which, in short, must lessen his opinion of